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Kannada vocabulary, the vocabulary that is purely indi-
genous i.e. not borrowed from Sanskrit. The late
Narasimhacarya, who made a study of the subject, says
" the civilisation of the Kannadigas, as indicated by the
indigenous worcjs of their language, was by no means
negligible, though not of a very high standard. The
Kannadigas were well acquainted with agriculture and
possessed some knowledge of the ordinary arts of life, such

as spinning, weaving, house-building etc----They delighted

in war and were armed with several weapons such as
the bow, arrow, spear, shield and sword.1" It is evident
from this study that the early Kannadigas who be-
came sgttlers in the Kannada land were a kind of
agricultural and martial community with a dialect of their
own, which was fast developing into a language. The
appellations of 'Uru', 'Hatti', 'Padf or 'Vadi' and 'Bidu'
all meaning settlement or habitation given to towns and
villages in Karnataka indicates the fact that giving up the
nomadic life, the Kannadiga was settling down and owning

1 R. Narasimhacarya: History of Kannada Language,
pp. 49-50. Many of the words listed in this book on
pp, 49-50 in f.-n. are found in Tamil either as they are or
with slight variations and a few of them only are unknown
to Tamil and peculiar to Kannada. This shows how closely
related to Tamil even the basic vocabulary in Kannada is.
It also indicates the fact that, having branched off from its
original family, Kannada was developing its own sounds,
words and forms in addition to the original stock, which it
never forsook. A more systematic study of this basic